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TONY COOKE — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.03 pm]: I rise to mark the passing of prominent 
Western Australian and unionist Tony Cooke. Mr Cooke passed away on 24 April 2018, after a long battle with 
cancer, at age 62. 
He was committed to improving the lot of those less fortunate in life and, like many we all know, he chose to fight 
for them through the trade union movement. In 1995, he rose to secretary of the Trades and Labour Council of 
Western Australia—now known as Unions WA—and was key in ensuring that the labour movement reflected the 
people it represented, as well as campaigning strongly for Indigenous rights. However Tony was best known for 
his role in the Third Wave campaigns in the late 1990s against the then Court government’s industrial relations 
legislation. What made Mr Cooke different was the approach he took to campaigning. Although we all remember 
the mass protests, of 35 000 people marching on this Parliament and occupying the galleries of the other place, the 
campaigns were more than that. Whether working with all civil society, who would not normally associate with 
unions, to holding picnics, barbeques and even street theatre, he engaged the community in a way that had not 
been done before in Western Australia. His campaigns showed ordinary men and women, in the movement and 
outside of it, that they could get involved and make their voices heard. Tony was the leader working men and 
women of Western Australia needed as we approached the twenty-first century. He was a mentor to many in this 
chamber today and a man of incredible humility, dedication and compassion. 
I offer the government’s condolences to his wife, Barbara, and his daughters, Molly and Ella. 
Vale Tony Cooke. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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